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Academicdeveldesearch

- You are expected to:
BPose interesting questions
BConduct investigations
BWelcome complexity

Blnform or attempt to persuade readers using
technical language and following rules of log
and evidence



Academic writing

- Different from personal and business
writing
. Concise, precise language

- Emphasis on logic, evidence, and carefu
structure

. Follows a specific format



Why uselibrary resources?

- http:/wvww.youtube.com/watch?v=w810
nOfu9k4&feature=related
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Most frequent-difficulties

1. Selecting and narrowing a topic into a
research question

2. Knowing where to begin

3. Knowing whatto do when results are
not satisfactory



Most frequent-difficulties

4. How to decide If a source Is relevant or
Not

5. How to tell a book source from a
periodical source

6. How to cite sources in MLA style



1. Nature and-extent-of information
needed

- What, when, how, how much, where’
B Purpose inform? persuade? criticize?
B Audience: beginners? Experts?
B Format: length, style, delivery



2. Selecting astopic

Avoid overusedtopics

B E.qg., abortion, death penalty, adoptibady
Image

Choose something related to your

reality
1 E.g.Facebook:

Does employeed wfsarial networks at work result in
employer® f | lossaes? i al

1 Do employees have the legal right to visit social network
sites at work?



2. Selecting gopic (ctd.)

. Not too broad, not too narrow



Examples:

Too broad

Just right

Global warming

Effect of deforestation in the
Amazon on global temperature

Service learning

Community volunteering and
academic achievement in
college

Eating disorders

Eating disorders in adolescent
girls and immune system
changes

Music file
downloading

Legal consequences of mp3
file downloading




Narrowing a:topic

- Limit it to a certainpopulation: infants,
females, high school students, cancer
patients, the elderly

- Limit by geographicalrea: city, country,
continent, region

- Limit by timeperiod: year, decade, centun

. Select an approach: legal, historical,
psychological, socieconomic,
educational, diagnostic, preventive,
therapeutic, etc.



3. Searchftorimformation

. First stepbackground sources (overview
BSubject encyclopedias
BCredo Reference
BGood quality Web sites
‘BMagazine articles
. Second stepn-depth information
(detalils)
BNewspapers
BJournal articles
BBooks



4. Selectthe most appropriate

resources foryyoumnpurpose
ENarrative essay
Blnformative essay
BPersuasive essay
BCritical essay
BVisual presentation



5.a.Reference materials

Provide overviewnformation:

. Historical background

. Definitions, basiterminology
. Namesof importantpeople

. Relevant organizations

. Bibliography

Examples:

Subject encyclopedigZSREDO Referendssues
Controversie® pposi ng Viewpoi nt
Controversieso



5.b.Catalogs

. Books, audiovisual materials, periodical
titles

- Index only materials the library owns
- No full text

Examples:
B-VR-PAC, Access PA



5¢.World Wide Web

PROS:
- Broad, very current information

- Access to government and educational
iInformation

CONS:

. Questionable quality and reliability
. Authorship often unknown

- Not permanently available



5d. Libraryonline databases

- Provide indexing to articles in periodicals
(newspapers, magazines, scholarly
journals)

. Many full text articles

- Indexes material the library does not
necessarily own

Examples:
EbscoHost, ProQuest, Facts.com, etc.



6. Creating.a search:statement

. List significant words from your topic
(keywords)

. List related terms for each keyword
synonyms or alternative words that
would likely appear on an article on this
topic

- Join keywords and related terms using
Boolean operators (AND, OR, NOT)

. Enter search statement into database
search box



6a.lList keywordsand-relatedterm

Topic: Steroids have been proven addictive and
therefore should be banned from sports.

Steroids
Addictive
Banned
Sports

Performancesnhancing drugs
Habitforming

Sanctions, penalties
Competition, games



Additional example:

L

AIA  CCBC LIBRARY
Conducting research

Name: Instructor: Date

Broad research topic: ARTIFICIAL SWEETENERS

Discipline: Health, Nutrition

Dewey Decimal Classification: 610s

Research question or thesis statement: Which type of artificial sweetener is the best for your

health?|

= b ka

5. Searchterms:

Search words (keywords) l | Related terms

OR



Ll 1 1

Discipline: Health, Nutrition
Dewey Decimal Classification: 610s
Research question or thesis statement: Which type of artificial sweetener is the best for your

health?

Search terms:
Search words (keywords) Related terms
[ artificial sweetener® OR :  aspartame OR Splenda OR Truvia
AND
[ health OR side effects )
AND
( . OR
Search statement: (“artificial sweetener*” OR aspartame OR Splenda) AND (health OR “side
effect™®”)

Using the B-VR-PAC online catalog, use a SUBJECT search to find 2 book that might provide




Wildcard and:truncation

Search for | Will retrieve

Wildcard

Truncation

*

articles
containing
the terms
replace each nex neat, nest, next
unknown

character with ?
enter the root of a computt computer,

search term and computers,
replace the ending computing,
with an*. computation
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Runyour search

- Enter keywords or phrases onfynot
whole sentences

- Join related terms with OR

. Combine keywords with AND

- Use truncation (*) to retrieve variants
E.g., (deforestation OR forest fire*) AND

(global warming OR greenhouse effect OF
global carbon cycle)



Examyple

Searching: MasterFILE Premier | Choose Databases » ORI

b . . e G
.ESCI.'_I deforestation OF forest fire* in |AEI Abstract or Author-Supplied Abstract B]

s’ global warming OF: greenhouse | in | Select a Field (optional) [v]
Jand |v| in | Select a Field (optional) |v| add Row

TN I ©

fdvanced Search | Wisual Search | Search History/alerts | Preferences =

Search Options I Reszet

Search modes a (&) Boolean/Phrase Apply related words F

Find all ht
© Find all my search terms Also search within the ]

) Find any of my search terms full text of the articles

Limit your results

Full Text Peer Reviewed [

Publication Type |[4] - Document Type | 4] -
Primary Source Document Abztract
Biography Article
Parphilet M Bibliography M

Publication Published Date from | pignth [w] vear: ko
Fanth [i] Year:
Mumber OF Pages | jieater than [i] 2 Cover Story ]

Done




Examyple

searching: MasterFILE Premier § Choose Databases »

|My5pace OR social netwark® OF Fan::ebn:| in | AB Abstract or Author-Supplied Abstract &]

and vl |emp|uyer" OR job* OR c:u:nrpu:urati| in | Select a Field (optional) &]
and VI | | i | select a Field {optional) E] fdd Row

T I ©

Advanced Search | Wisual Search | Search History/alerts | Preferences =

Search Options I Rezet

Search modes é (%) Boolean,/Phrase Apply related words F

Find all ht
© Find all my search terms Also search within the ]

) Find any of my search terms full text of the articles
Limit your results
Full Text Peer Reviewed [ ]
Publication Type |[4] E Document Type | 4 E
F'_rimar_l,l Source Document .-*-.I::_strau:t
Ilég'::rﬁ::uahl:It;EIrI M g'irlt::i?éZraphy M
Publication | | Published Date from | M arth [1" Yaar: | |t,:,

| Manth [i" Year: | |

Mumber Of Pages | greater than [i]HQ | Cover Story [




/. Evaluateyour results

- Authority
Who?

- Accuracy
What?

- Bias/Objectivity
For what purpose?

. Currency
When?

. Coverage/Scope
How much?



Modify your searchif.necessary

. Change keywords
nange limits

nange databases
nange type of source

O 0O O



8. Assimilate

. Combine your data with your statements
commentsand analysis



0. Review

- Enough information?
- Gaps?



10.Compose

- Write your draft, revise, rewrite
- Add Works Cited page



10a.Gathercitations

. Copy publication d
page, and verso

- Web pages: print also home page

. Articles from databases in pdf file: make
sure to print citation/abstract screen



10b.Read:and i summarize info

. Create note cards with full citation and
notes (quotes or paraphrasing)

- Avoid cutting and pasting directly to your
paper!



Ine dtwithyyourddeas-and

our outline by inserting
documentation



